Spiritual Gifts

What are you doing with yours?

divine endowment and enabling of the sovereign Spic-

it of God in the life of the believer, given in grace for
the express purpose of furthering the spiritual growth and
development of other fellow saints to the glory of Gad.”
Each line of this definifion condenses biblical truth.

T he late Dion Welborn defined a spiritual sifl as: "4

A divine endowment and enabling
The apostles and prophiets laid the spiritual foundation
for the church (Eph. 2:4), This process incuded supernai-
| urally declaring the Word of God and putting it on the
pages of Scripture. Sign gifts appeared during this rime,
ot "wi the firsd,” Lo “tonfirm” the authenticity of the Word
of God {Heb. 2:30). The primsary focus of sign gifls was 1o
gain the attention and respect of inbelisving Jews (1 Cor,
14:22- 122, After the foundation was laid, the On-going
building program for believers began and continues to
this day. God equips His people with spiritual gifts such
as service, teaching, exhaortation, giving, ruling, showing
mercy, faith, and helps (Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:8-30).
And although the apostles and prophets may have
passed, God has bequeathed to the church at large gifted
men such as “wvangelists, pastors [Shepherds| and leachers
far the edifying of the bady of Chrise™ (Eph. 4:111),

|
| Of the sovereign Spirit of God

Spiritual gitts are sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit
(1 Cor. 12:11; Eph 2:21f). These spiritual gifts are suited
to each possessor: “avery man falh bis proper oift of God,
one after this manner, and another after thai”(1 Cor. T:7).
There should be no jealousy or envy in the hody of Christ
over the distribution of God's gifts. They are specifically
aiven for the profit of all (1 Cor. 12:7). Fach gitt plays a
necessary function in the body. Just as the hidden organs
of the physical body play the most vital roles, 5o do the
less visible gitts in the spiritual realm (1 Cor, 12:22 24
Roame. 16:1-15). Mo believer is able to say, "There is noth-
ing for me to do in service for the Lord.” Sadly, what this
statement may really mean is this: "There’s nothing
showy far me o do.™ God is not impressed with outward-
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ly spiritual showmanship regarding these gifts but rather
with sincere service for Him (1 Cor. 14: 2-19; 12:31).

In the life of a believer

Spiritnal gifts should not be confused with natural talents
such as athletic, musical, and artistic abilities. Most unbe-
liewers possess natural falents. Spiritual gifts, however, are
unigue to believers, sometimes working in tandem with
their natural talents for God's glory. As graphically illus-
trated in Acts 10:44-45 and Fphesians 1:13-14, believers are
spiritually empovered upon conversion. T is exdling Lo
learn from God's Word thul every believer bas a spiritual
gift (1 Cor. 7:7: 1 Pet, 4:10). God supernaturally equips His
people for “the wonk of the minisiry” (Eph. £:12).

Furthering the spiritual growth of other fellow saints

to the glory of God

A pipe wrench is a wonderful taol but may be rendered
inoperable over time from lack of use and neglect. Similar-
ly, spiritual gifts must be developed to be effective; they are
of no value Lo anyomne if |.]Il'!}-' are not utilized. In 1 Timothy
4:14, Paul exhorts Timothy to “neglect nof the gift that is in
thew," Later Paul reminds Timothy to “stir ap the gifl of God”™
in him (2 Tim. 1:6).

As individual believers cultivate a humble, subimissive
servant’s heart, they will discern the leading ol the Holy
Spiril in their lives, Moreover, it is the Spirit of God that
paints each believer to his or her own unique gift and
role in the body of Christ (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18). Others
will also discern a believer's areas of giftedness as he or
she lahors for the Lord in various ministries, Paul
observed Marlds effectiveness and said, “Take Mark, and
.i'J.lr'Hg fim with thee: for e i prafitable fo me for the win-
istry" (2°Fim. 4:11). May the saints of God be good stew-
ards of the supernatural gifts He gives the believer for
Hig olary! —TLanby Hogw



